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GORTERIA 
A RECENTLY RECORDED 
WEED 
A NUMBER of our major weed pests 
including Cape tu l ip and double gee 
are native to South Af r ica. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that Gorteria, 
recently recorded for the f i rst t ime 
in Western Austral ia, also comes 
f rom that country. 
During the summer of 1964, some burr-
bearing plants found along the roadside 
between Moora and Miling were identified 
as Gorteria calendulacea an annual 
species belonging to the thistle family. 
The spiny, burr-like seed heads drew 
attention to the dry plants. A close 
inspection during the winter revealed a 
number of growing plants scattered along 
the roadside and also extending into an 
adjoining paddock. Later a more exten-
sive area was located at Bindi Bindi where 
the weed occured in patches over approxi-
mately ten acres in the vicinity of the 
sports ground. All areas found were 
sprayed with good results although diffi-
culty was experienced in locating plants 
among other herbage. 
As Gorteria had not been recorded 
Previously in Australia its importance as 
A gorteria flower 
a weed cannot be assessed from experience. 
The dry seed heads, with their spiny 
bracts resemble those of cockspur thistle 
and the two plants could be comparable 
as weeds. The seed heads would un-
doubtedly adhere to wool although not 
having the hooked spines of Bathurst 
burr. 
Any new weed introduction must be 
regarded with concern and farmers, 
particularly in the Moora and Miling 
districts, should maintain a watch for 
Gorteria. The illustrations and following 
description should assist with its identi-
fication:— 
The plants usually grow to a height of 
12-18 inches with numerous spreading 
branches from rather woody stems. The 
leaves are up to 3 inches long, dark green 
above, paler below with a lobed or toothed 
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Gorteria burrs 
margin. They are narrowed at the base 
into a rather broad leaf stalk. The stems 
and leaves are covered with rigid hairs, 
making them rough to the touch. The 
flowers are yellow and are borne in heads 
at the ends of the branches. They are 
surrounded by a number of narrow green 
protecting bracts, and as the flowers 
mature, these bracts harden and bend 
outwards to form a rigid spiny burr 
enclosing up to eight seeds. The burrs 
readily fall to the ground and the spines 
assist their spread by stock and machinery. A gorteria plant showing branching formation 
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Now! 1 Pump does 2 jobs! 
LASTS FIRE 
FILLS TAN 
H H H H B B H 
• p H I j j w f 
ENG. 
FIRE QUENCHER! 
Here now is the perfect firefighting combination! 
The South Pacific FIRE QUENCHER gives you all 
the pressure you need to blast tree-top fires and 
fog spray ground fires . . . plus a handy high 
volume output for other jobs such as tank filling 
and de-watering. 
2 STAGES, with twin impellers placed back-to-
back give greater efficiency, guarantee a smoother-
running pump. 
SELF PRIMING and completely trouble free. Most 
dependable pump you'll ever own. 
DIRTY WATER is no problem. Handles mud 
a n d grit better than any other firefighter. 
The South Pacific Fire Quencher is approved 
"y firefighting authorities. We'll gladly demon-
strate its unmatched performance. 
MAIL 
COUPON 
FOR 
FUU 
INFOR-
MATION 
WESFARMERS TUTT BRYANT PTY. LTD. 
Railway Avenue, Bassendean, W.A. 
Please send me. without obligation, more 
Information on the "FIRE QUENCHER" 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
125 P.S.I. 
-WITH 3 / 1 6 ' N O Z Z L E ! 
6,600 G.P.H. 
WITH 5 f t . SUCTION! 
* Test figures ob-
tained using 60 
ft. t in. discharge 
hose. 
WESFARMERS TUTT BRYANT PTY. LTD.' 
We are also W.A. Distributors 
of REX SELF PRIMING 
PUMPS—Australia's best -se l l -
ing, most complete pump 
range. 
RAILWAY AVENUE BASSENDEAN W A. 
TELEPHONE 79 1616 
* ! • » • mention th« "Journal at Agriculture of W.A." wh.n writing to sdvcrtfcan 
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as a record harvest 
Yet we didn't see a bag of wheat 
("Because grain was bulk handled and stored in silos on the farm. For 
segregation of grain, the chance to truck when transport prices are low, 
and rail transport worries are nil. Whafs more, the silos can he put to good 
use later on to store valuable fodder.") 
That's what they're saying in Gun-
nedah. Where they're producing as 
much wheat as the next, and more 
than most. Gunnedah farmers are find-
ing they can't get their wheat away 
fast enough. Local storage facilities 
can't cope with the intake of grain. 
Rail transport can't keep up with the 
wheat harvest, either. And each year 
of late there's been a record-breaking 
harvest. What's happening? Last year 
one farmer we know paid a man £5 
a day for 3 weeks, 2 days, to move 
his 2 trucks up the waiting queue at 
the railway siding. This year the same 
farmer has 5 x 3,700-bushel silos on 
his farm. Safe, dry wheat and no wor-
ries. Every fanner we spoke to agreed 
silos have the decided advantage of 
on-the-farm storage, segregation of 
grain, and safe, certain storage against 
fire, flood, drought. And now that there 
are more sheep than ever before, 50% 
of farmers who instal silos are using 
them exclusively for fodder storage, 
as an assurance against the constant, 
unpredictable threat of drought. 
Lysaght silos pay for themselves in 3 
years, besides being a very worthwhile 
tax deduction. Lysaght on-the-farm 
silos mean peace-of-mind grain storage 
for the next 50 years. And more. 
Remember the record wheat harvest? 
And the extra dry spells? Be prepared. 
N E W T Y P E S I L O S — P R I C E S -
EX P E R T H F A C T O R Y 
Nominal 
Capacity 
Bushels Silo 
• 200 £55 0 0 
• 275 Elt». 
£101 0 0 
• 500 £94 10 0 
1,200 £175 0 0 
2.000 £245 0 0 
3.100 £324 0 0 
3.700 £356 10 0 
* Prices include 
steel floor. 
Steel 
Earth 
Ring 
(Optional 
Extra) 
£8 10 0 
£12 0 0 
£22 10 0 
£22 10 0 
£32 0 0 
£32 0 0 
Steel 
Floor 
(Optiona1 
Extra) 
_ 
— 
— £31 10 0 
£31 10 0 
£48 0 0 
£48 00 
Silos from 1.200 bushels capacity upwards 
are fitted with full sire "walk-in" <toor_ 
AUGERS. Highly efficient vertical 
Grain Augers designed to centre til 
all Lysaght Silos from lJOO bushed 
to 3,700 bushels are available. P f p , 
£105/10/-, £119/10/-, £125/10/- <(* 
Perth Factory). For full informally 
on Silos and Augers contact J°n" 
Lysaght (Australia) Limited, N£rrn, 
Rd. and McCoy St., Myaree. Fn°rt 
30 3531. 
®®LYSAGHTlLPiPiESILOS 
M » "Journal of AoHeurfure of WJL," whan wrirkw to advactkMn 
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